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CONPIDENTIAL PORT OP SPAIN 0I8I4 
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TAGS: MPOL, TD, CU, UR 

SUBJECT: TRINIDADIAN REACTION TO SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE 
IN APRICA 

REF: A) STATE 148740; B) PORT OP SPAIN 768 (NOTAL) 

1 . THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE AVAILABLE HERE THAT THE GOTT 
HAS STRONG VIEWS ON THE SOVIET/CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA. WE 
SURMISE THAT THE GOTT IS AT LEAST UNEASY OVER THAT ROLE 
BUT DOES NOT PEEL STRONGLY ENOUGH ABOUT IT TO TAKE A 
STAND OR EVEN COMMENT PUBLICLY ON IT. 

2. AS IN OTHER AREAS OP GOTT POLICY, PM ERIC WILLIAMS 
DETERMINES THE OFPICIAL POSITION. OVER THE YEARS HE HAS 
SHOWN SOME AMBIVALENCE TOWARDS THE USSR AND, IN PARTICULAR, 

CUBA. WHILE IT HAS SEEMED AT TIMES IN THE PAST FEW YEARS 
THAT CUBAN/T&T RELATIONS MIGHT BEGIN TO BLOSSOM, MOST 
RECENTLY THEY HAVE BEEN COOL BUT CORRECT, PROM THE GOTT 
SIDE AT LEAST (SEE REF B). THE GOTT HAS DISCOURAGED IN- 
CREASED CONTACTS WITH CUBA IN A NUMBER OF AREAS. MORE- 
OVER, IT HAS DENIED CUBAN REQUESTS POR USE OP T&T AIR 

SPACE AND FACILITIES FOR TRANSPORTING MEN AND EQUIPMENT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 01814 142037Z 

TO APRICA. THIS MAY WELL INDICATE DISAPPROVAL OP CUBA'S 
APRICAN ADVENTURES, OR PERHAPS THE GOTT'S UNWILLINGNESS 
TO BECOME INVOLVED IN AN INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM WHICH IT 
DOES NOT PERCEIVE AS APPECTING ITS VITAL INTERESTS. ONLY 
ERIC WILLIAMS KNOWS POR CERTAIN. 

3. IN LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING, WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOTT 
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HAS NEITHER DEEINED NOR CONSIDERED A PRESCRIPTION EOR THE 
PROBLEM OE SOVIET/CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. MOREOVER, 

WE DOUBT THAT THE GOTT HAS GIVEN SERIOUS THOUGHT TO THE 
POTENTIAL FOR DIVISIVENESS SUCH ACTIVITIES MAY HAVE 
WITHIN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. FOX 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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